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cell with a European who had been arrested for being drunk
and disorderly. Both were brought before the Magistrate
next morning and fined, the drunkard one rupee, and the
Salvationist twenty, for the crime of blowing his cornet
in a religious meeting.
Considerable interest had been aroused by the announce-
ment of " War Chariots/' These turned out to be the
ordinary Bombay bullock-carts, across which planks had
been placed as seats.
The procession passed through the heart of the native
town from Khetwady to Dhobi Talao. Immense and
interested crowds had gathered along the route, and on
reaching the Esplanade there was found to be a great
audience, estimated to number twenty thousand persons.
Here a halt was made, and an open-air meeting conducted.
The crowd listened with the keenest interest, and there
was no sign of any disturbance.
The procession then traversed the city by another route,
and reached its destination without any mark of hostility
on the part of the onlookers. This was not a little sur-
prising, as it was known throughout the city by all classes
that the English Officials and newspapers regarded the
Salvationists and their proceedings with great disfavour,
and Bombay contains a strong element of rough characters,
who are only too glad to seize the slightest excuse for
creating a disturbance.
The Governor of Bombay, Sir James Ferguson, now took
the unusual course of insisting on further restrictions
being placed by the police on our open-air meetings. Not
only was music forbidden, but our Flag was taken away,
on the pretext that it might arouse fanatical feelings, and
that our motto "Blood and Fire" would probably be
misunderstood. We were prohibited even from singing
as we marched, and instructions were given that if we
refused to comply, we were to be ordered to disperse, and
in case of refusal to do so, we were to be arrested and prose-
cuted for "taking part in an unlawful assembly, which
was likely to lead to a breach of the peace/'
We were most anxious not to appear in any way to defy
the authorities, and having reason to believe that the
proceedings emanated from the Governor of Bombay